Linkers

(words that join ideas)

1 Join the sentences in different ways using the words in brackets.

1. George was rich. He wasn’t a happy man. (but/although/however)

2. 2 Jo rang me from a phone box. She’s lost her mobile (because/so)

2 Look at these words and expressions. They prepare people for what you are going to write or say next. Read and complete the sentences.

a) IN FACT/ACTUALLY (I’m going to add more information to support       

this statement)
      Peter doesn’t like working in London. In fact, he’s thinking of chang-

                                       ging jobs.

                                    Peter and I are in love. Actually, we ________________________

b) OF COURSE/NATURALLY (What I’m going to say is obvious)

Of course, having a baby has totally changed our lives.

Naturally, when I was a child I didn’t ________________________

c) FORTUNATELY/UNFORTUNATELY (What I am going to say is/is 

not good news)

She tried really hard and fortunately, she passed the exam.

She stood and waited for over an hour, but unfortunately, ____________________ .

d) NEVERTHELESS (I am going to tell you about a result or effect 

which is unexpected)

The accident wasn’t her fault. Nevertheless, she felt terrible.

My father didn’t do very well at school. Nevertheless, ___________________ .

e) ANYWAY (I’m going to finish talking about the subject and move 

     on to something new)

     What traffic! I thought I’s never get here. Anyway, now let’s go on 

     with the meeting.

     Anyway, you’ve heard enough about me. What _______________ ?

